MEMBERSHIP
The number of members of the Club in each classification shall be established by the Board of Directors which shall have the right to regulate these limits from time to time.  At present the memberships are restricted to 185 Full members, 60 Family members (full/limited), and 30 Limited members.

FULL MEMBERS shall have unlimited playing privileges and shall be able to participate in all Tournament Committee sponsored events.

LIMITED MEMBERS shall have full playing privileges, except on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays.  Their playing privileges on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays shall be as determined by the Board.  They may participate in all Tournament Committee sponsored events which occur during their allowed time of play.

FAMILY (Husband and Wife) MEMBERS may be comprised of any combination of the full and limited categories as outlined above.

JUNIOR EXECUTIVE must be 21 years of age on January 1 to 29 years of age through December 31.  On January 1st in the year when a member becomes age 30, he/she will automatically be advanced to the full/limited status and the proper dues will be charged.  A Junior executive will be considered to be a FullMember.

STUDENT GOLFER must be 18 years of age on January 1 to 23 years of age on December 31 and must be a bona-fide school or college student.  They shall be a child or a member of the household of the Full or Limited golfing member.  This membership is not on-going and must be renewed each year. Playing time is restricted and controlled by the Golf Pro.

JUNIOR GOLFER must be 12 years of age on January 1 to 21 years of age on December 31.  They shall be a child or a member of the household of the Full or Limited golfing member. Playing time is restricted and controlled by the Golf Pro. They may play golf weekdays unless otherwise restricted.  Weekend starting times begin at 3:00 p.m.

Participation in Tournaments are restricted by the Tournament Committee.

HONORARY MEMBER shall have the same status as the class from which they were elected.

SOCIAL MEMBER and their spouse have full house privileges and said member may play golf a maximum of twice each month during the golfing season at the normal Greens Fee price restricted to times of a Limited member.  Guests may be entertained, but must play with the member.  This privilege is non-transferable.

CLUB EMPLOYEES (Full Time) playing time will be determined by the golf professional depending on course availability.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Membership Applications must be accompanied by letters of recommendation from two members in good standing.  Applications will be returned for proper  information if it is not furnished.

Applications must be accompanied with initiation fee or if there is a waiting list, the initiation fee must be received prior to Board Approval.  The Membership Chairperson will notify a prospective member as to when the initiation fee is required.  (Dues and fees accompany the application form upon request.)

NON-RESIDENT MEMBER PROCEDURE:

Non-Resident status is only available to a member if they have been a regular golfing or social member of the club, for a period
of five (5) consecutive years.

They will pay dues as determined  by the Board of Directors.

Non-Resident Member must retain the full or one-half “A” non-interest bearing bond that they had when they were a regular member.

This membership is not available to any person who has permanent or temporary residence within forty-three (43) miles of Highland Country Club at  any time during the fiscal year.

Non-Resident members have full Social privileges as they apply to all Social Members but have no Sustaining Fee requirements.  The Non-Resident members have the privileges of playing golf according to the following procedures:

(a)
Non-New England Residents – If a Non-Resident member who lives outside of New England returns for a visit, or as a house guest, they may play unlimited golf during this visit at the normal Greens Fee prices.

(b)
New England Residents – A Non-Resident member who lives in New England but not within forty-three (43) miles of the Club has the privilege of playing golf a maximum of four (4) times each month at the normal Greens Fee prices.

(c)
Tournaments – Non-Resident members may play in Club-sponsored tournaments with prior approval of the proper Tournament Committee Chairperson and/or the specific Tournament Chairperson.

(d)
Charges – All Greens Fees and Social charges incurred during any visit must be charged to Club bills as normal members.  No cash will be allowed, unless the tournament or event allows cash for participation.

FINANCES

(1)
Membership dues are annual amounts based on the calendar year beginning on January first and ending on December thirty-first.  For the convenience of the members, the dues may be billed monthly.  However, if you are a member on January first, you are responsible for the full year’s dues.  Members who resign prior to the end of the year are not entitled to a pro-rated reduction in dues.

(2)
Bills are payable when rendered.  A 11/2% finance charge is applied to all outstanding bills after the 3rd of the following month.  Any member failing to pay the entire monthly invoice within thirty (30) days after the month in which it became due, shall be notified by the Treasurer, at their mailing address.  Upon failure to pay by the last day of the following month, they shall be suspended from the Club until such time their account is made current.

(3)
Cash is not allowed as a method of payment for golf carts, greens fees and the practice range.  The Pro-Shop can take cash for merchandise and services such as club care and repair.  This policy is in effect for all Club sponsored events.  Cash or credit card is allowed for outside sponsored functions or outside private parties.  Guests from reciprocating clubs, may pay or charge drinks, dinner or lunches in the Club House when accompanied by a member.  The member will be responsible in case of non-payment.

CLUB HOUSE RULES

The House Committee has the responsibility for the Club House, Locker Rooms, and all field buildings where refreshments, articles or supplies are sold.

All matters pertaining to the Club House, Locker Rooms, Grille Room and Dining Room are the responsibility of the House Chairperson and House Committee.

Any deviation in the hours the Grille Room and Dining Room are open as noted in the Events Book will be posted on the Club bulletin board.

The Club reserves the right to refuse alcoholic beverages to members and their guests.  If in the opinion of the management a member or guest is not capable of driving, transportation will be arranged.

No person under legal drinking age will be allowed alcoholic beverages or to be seated on a bar stool at anytime.

Our liquor license forbids the consumption of any alcoholic beverages outside our Club House and patio.  They cannot be taken on the Golf Course at any time for any reason without special permits by the ABC.  Violations will be brought before the Board.

Tipping is not required but should anyone choose to do so, in addition to the service charge, it must be as cash or entered on the meal ticket presented by the server.  This item will appear as a charge on your monthly billing.

Bulletin boards in the Club House are for dissemenation of Club information only.  If anyone has information for posting, it should be presented to the appropriate Committee Chairperson.

Reservation Cancellation Policy – Cancellation for Special Events must be made by 11:00 a.m. the day prior to the function or the member will be charged the price of the function for the member and the number of guests in the party.

Members are expected to follow the “Golden Rule” regarding conduct while at Highland Country Club.  Excessive noise, profanity, or obnoxious behavior is not allowed and will be brought before the Board of Directors.

The Club will follow all opening and closing hours as dictated by the Alcohol Beverage Commission.  These hours are published in this book and will be strictly adhered to.

 (1)
Members are asked to use discretion in their use of the Grille Room on Tournament days.

 (2)
Children may accompany members in the Grille Room at any time, however, children may not sit at the bar under any circumstances.     Unaccompanied Junior Golfing Members are not allowed  in the Grille Room on Monday, Tuesday or Friday evenings, however, they are welcome on Wednesday and Thursday evenings.  On weekends, Junior Golfing Members are welcome in the Grille Room after 1:00 P.M.
 (3)
The Club Sustaining Fee will be determined by the Board.  Presently the sustaining fee is payable on a quarterly basis.

 (4)
Private functions and entertainment must be arranged with the Club Manager.

 (5)
No outside food of any nature is allowed to be brought into the Club House without the permission of the House Committee Chairperson or the House Manager.

 (6)
No member is allowed in the kitchen, behind the bars or in storage areas at any time.

 (7)
Guests must be accompanied by the sponsoring Club member while using any of the Club facilities.

 (8)
Any member or guest breaking or destroying Club property, will reimburse the Club and will be subject to disciplinary action by the Board.

 (9)
No pets are allowed in the Club House at any time.

(10)
Nothing will be removed from or brought into the Club House for decorations or furniture, etc. without the consent of the House Chairperson.

(11)
A member shall not reprimand or make complaint to any employee of the Club.  Complaints should be the subject of a signed letter to the Club Secretary or the Chairperson of the House Committee.

(12)
Firearms (open or concealed) are not permitted on the grounds or in the Club House at any time.

(13)
Infractions of Club House rules should be reported to the House Committee or the Board of Directors.  The various committees will welcome suggestions for improvement at all times.

(14)  The Dining Room rental fee for a private function is waived for members.
MEN’S TOURNAMENTS

The Men’s Tournament Committee will monitor all men’s events and decisions made by them will be final.

The Pro Shop Staff is acting on behalf of the Club and the Tournament Committee in administering the rules and regulations of play.  Any comments or suggestions by members regarding such rules and regulations should be directed to the Tournament Committee and not to the Golf Professional or the Professional’s staff..

SIGN-UP for tournaments will begin at 6:00 P.M. one month prior to the tournament except no sign-ups on Tuesdays or Fridays.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Anyone cancelling within 72 hours of any tournament or one week for a One Day Member-Guest, Ralph Allen, Fall Member-Member or Invitational will be billed Two-Thirds of the entrance fee, unless a replacement is found.  Failure to notify of  a cancellation will result in 100% billing.

ONE DAY MEMBER GUEST.  Maximum of seventy-two (72) players.  Play begins at 12:30 p.m. and the course is closed until completion of play.

PROSHOP TOURNAMENT.  Typical eighteen (18) hole events from opening day until closing.  Tournament format may vary.  Signed cards must be turned into the Pro Shop.

MEN’S SWEEPSTAKE TOURNAMENTS.  Held on Thursday afternoons as indicated in the schedule under direction of the participants.  The first, second and third tees are closed to non-participating members from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

MEN’S TWILIGHT LEAGUE.  First tee is reserved on Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for participants.  Check Club Calendar for active dates.

WOMEN’S TOURNAMENTS

The Women’s Golf Association’s Seasonal Fee is billed in April. This fee is the Association’s main source of revenue for special mailings and certificates for winners of Wednesday/Weekend Tournaments.

Nine (9) or eighteen (18) hole Tournaments will be held every Wednesday morning from April through October unless noted differently, under the direction of the Women’s Golf Association.  The first tee is closed Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

WOMEN’S TWILIGHT LEAGUE.  First tee is reserved on Mondays from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for participants.  Check Club Calendar for active dates.

GUESTS

All guests must be registered at the Pro Shop prior to playing.  Members are requested to use discretion in entertaining guests on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays.  When entertaining more than one adult guest on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays, play cannot begin before 11:30 a.m.  Junior and Student guest  golfers must not be on the golf course until 3:00 p.m.  Golfing members are allowed to entertain the same guest on the golf course only one day per month.  Guests are not allowed to play with a different sponsoring member during the monthly period.  The guest must play with the sponsoring member.  Any deviations from this rule must be authorized by the Tournament Committee Chairperson or the Golf Professional.  This does not apply to Club-sponsored Member-Guest golfing events.  There are no restrictions for Golfing or Social members to entertain guests at the Club House for social purposes or events.

HOUSE GUESTPOLICY – Guests living outside the area, who are visiting members, are allowed unlimited play for a maximum of two (2) weeks but must play with that member and pay Greens Fees.

GUESTS (Pro Shop Closed) – During the period when the Pro Shop is closed (December through March), any member entertaining a guest on the Golf Course must register the guest with the Grille Room personnel and pay regular Greens Fees.  Deviation of requirement that the guest must play with the sponsoring member is generally waived for the following reasons:

(a)
Reciprocal course use during tournaments at guest’s home course (i.e. Member-Guest, etc.)

(b)
Specific request by the sponsoring member for use of the course outside the    official golfing season or when play is moderate.

All guests under these variances must use golfing carts.  Greens Fees can be waived for reason (a).

OUTSIDE GROUP RULES

The following apply to groups of nine (9) or more:

(1)
Course will be available on Monday or Tuesday only, except when Holiday and Club Tournaments are scheduled. Mondays are   preferred.

(2)
All outside groups must pay group fees. (Rates furnished on request)

(3)
All outside groups must use Golf Carts.

(4)
Lunch and Dinner at the Club must be included.

(5)
Event must be scheduled and approved by the Board of Directors a minimum of thirty (30) days in advance.

(6)
In order to close the course to Club members, groups must have a minimum of forty (40) players.

If you wish to have an outside group play our course and can meet the above rules, submit an application to Highland Country Club, Attn: Tournament Chairperson.

CLUBCARE

Service will be provided in the Pro Shop.  (No clubs are allowed to be stored in the Club House during the golf season).  Clubs to be cleaned by Pro Shop personnel daily, from April 1 to November 30.

Clubs may only be removed from Pro Shop during official Pro Shop hours.  (Hours listed in front part of book).

HANDICAP

Handicaps are regulated by the USGA and MGA Handicap Committees.  All data is processed on a bi-monthly basis.  This allows all members to be properly handicapped on all USGA regulated golf courses.

Look for posted information.  The yearly fee for this service is billed to your account in April.

SCORECARDS

Post all adjusted eighteen (18) and nine (9) hole scores on the computer.  Turn in all score cards regardless of nine (9) or eighteen (18) holes.  Failure to conform to this request will result in penalization and handicap modification.  Pro Shop personnel will assist in computer posting if necessary.

PRACTICE RANGE

Operational procedure and hours of operation will be posted at the beginning of the season.  All players must strive to keep balls within the confines of the practice range.

HOLE-IN-ONE INSURANCE

At the start of each year, all golfers will pay a $2.00 premium for this insurance.  These premiums will be placed in a hole-in-one account.  In the event a member scores an ace, a bar bill in the name of the hole-in-one account will be opened and ONE drink for those in attendance will be charged to that account (should the scoring member decide to party ... it is on their own account).  Each golfing member will then be charged $1.00 to perpetuate the account.

To qualify for this insurance, a member must play a complete nine (9) holes, be playing with another member in at least a threesome and have the event attested to by all fellow players.

GOLF CART POLICY

All Power Golf Carts will be controlled by the Pro Shop (Golf Professional and staff) under the direction of the Tournament Chairperson and/or the Grounds Chairperson pertaining to use of Golf Course and restrictions within.

TURN IN:  All Golf Carts must be turned into the Pro Shop according to the official hours as stated in other communiques.

FEES:  If a member or guest does not complete nine (9) or eighteen (18) holes as intended, the fee will be for the nine (9) or eighteen (18) hole charge.

HCC TOURNAMENT VIEWING:  All viewing cars should be obtained from the Pro Shop and the normal nine (9) or eighteen (18) hole fee will apply.  No clubs should be allowed on these carts and a maximum of two (2) people should be allowed to ride.

RULES GOVERNING PLAY ON THE COURSE

All golf will start on the first tee unless assigned to another by the Pro Shop.

The course is closed to all non-participants during special full member tournaments such as Member-Member, ABCD, Member-Guest, etc.

Practicing is not allowed on the course.  The practice range and greens are maintained for this purpose.  Do not chip to the putting green, an adjacent chipping green is available for this purpose.

Gas carts and pull carts must not be driven or pulled within thirty (30) feet of any greens or tees unless on a cart path.  Observe all regulatory signs and ropes limiting the use of wet or worn areas on the course.  Carts are not allowed on the grass in front of the Grille Room.

Tee off alternately when starting on the first tee with groups coming off the ninth green.  If a full nine (9) holes have not been played, that group must take their normal turn at the end of the line.  All groups start on the first hole except when allowed to start otherwise by the Pro Shop.  Threesomes and foursomes have priority on the course over a twosome.  Fivesomes are not allowed and a single player must yield to all other groups.  No singles are allowed on the course during tournament play including Saturday, Sunday and Holiday mornings before 10:30 a.m.

In order to provide enjoyment to members, slow play will not be tolerated.  It is expected that an average round will be played in 3 hours and 52 minutes as determined by MGA/Pace rating.  Please wave faster groups through when the hole ahead is open.

The Golf Pro Shop controls the play of golf starting on the first tee.  The Golf  Professional or the Professional’s  designee, has the authority to implement the rules as established by the Tournament Committee concerning the play of golf.  On Saturdays, Sundays or any other day the Golf Professional deems necessary, numbered scorecards will   determine the order of play.  Numbered scorecards will only be issued when the entire group has registered in the Pro Shop.

On par three holes, courtesy suggests that you allow the group behind you to hit to the green.

No children under twelve (12) are allowed on the course except during posted events.

UNDER NO CONDITIONS MAY ANY MINOR DRIVE GOLF CARTS.

EXPECTED BEHAVIOR DURING PLAY

Replace divots in the fairways and rough.  Use available seed boxes on tees to fill divots.

Rake bunkers upon leaving.

Fix ball marks on the greens promptly.

Any member breaking or destroying Club property will be subject to disciplinary action and must reimburse the Club.

The Ground’s Crew and the Course Superintendent report directly to the Ground’s Chairperson.  Members are not to direct orders to any member of the Grounds Crew.  Suggestions or complaints must be sent to the Ground’s Chairperson or the Board of Directors.

The use of non-metal spikes is mandatory at all times.

OFFICIAL GOLF COURSE HOURS

Normally the official golf season will run from the second Saturday in April through the last Saturday in October.

On Saturday, Sunday and Holiday mornings only threesomes and foursomes are allowed until the last group has cleared the 10th tee.  Full member twosomes and singles may tee off after 10:30 a.m.

There will be no play prior to 8:00 a.m. weekdays or 7:00 a.m. on weekends and holidays unless permission has been granted by the Golf Course Superintendent.

The Grounds Committee Chairperson and the Golf Course Superintendent will be the sole judges of course availability.

The Golf Course is reserved for women’s tournaments on Wednesdays during the regular golfing season from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

The Golf Course is reserved for men’s tournaments on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. through the last Thursday in October.  The course is reserved for Full members on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays (Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day) until 12:00 noon during the regular golfing season.

The Golf Course will be closed during some authorized Club events or outings to all non-participants until completion of play, or until the first tee has been cleared for the final time.  These events will be listed in Club communications and on appropriate   bulletin boards.

DRESS CODE

GOLF COURSE:  Golfers must wear proper attire on the course as well as on the practice range and the putting green.  In accordance with this policy, the following is deemed inappropriate: cut-offs, gym shorts, tennis shorts, dungarees/jeans, tee shirts and halter tops.

GRILLE ROOM:  Attire for both men and women will be the same during the golfing season as is appropriate for wear on the golf course.  During the “off-season” attire for both men and women should be appropriately clean, neat and in good repair.  Jeans are not allowed in the Grille Room at any time.
DINING ROOM:  As determinded by the House Committee, a jacket with a tie, turtleneck or dress sport shirt as current fashion dictates may be required for men.  Attire in the Dining Room for women calls for no shorts at either luncheon or dinner.  (Exception to the attire for men and women in the Dining Room would be allowed for mixed events or parties with a special motif when members are asked to come in costume.)  Outside  groups who have engaged the Club for special parties will also be exempt from the dress code rule.

ENFORCEMENTOFDRESSCODE:  Dress code will be enforced by the Board of Directors, Club Pro and the Club Manager.  The Club may reserve the right to refuse to allow a golfer to participant in play if not properly attired.  Members are responsible for the attire of their guests.  Any individual who fails to adhere to this policy issue will be brought before the Board.

CELL PHONE POLICY

All cell phones must be turned off unless reporting medical emergencies, damage to the golf course or course equipment or any serious emergency that needs immediate attention by the Highland management or staff.  Cell phones are not to be used in any way that will distract fellow competitors, partners or opponents from their enjoyment of the game and are prohibited for use in conducting personal business.








SMOKING POLICY
  Smoking is NOT allowed in ALL AREAS of the Club House.
